
At the November Meeting......
Jerry Truitt brought the meeting to order at 7:15
with 25 members and guests attending.
Outreach Opportunities
Elkton Central Library Newark Road Elkton
Astronomy at the Library (Elkton)
Friday, November 19, 2004
Time: 6:00PM - 8:30PM EST (GMT-05:00)
Astronomy at the Library Contact Jerry Truitt
Bombay Hook
Star Gazers are scheduled to do a program at
Bombay Hook Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center this
Friday night November 19 from 6:00 PM to 9 PM.
Please bring your scope/binos and help us make
this a success.  Preliminary weather forecasts are
for clear and cool...the mosquitoes have flown
south. You may want to come early to see the
geese and deer as they find their way at sunset.
Prime Hook Wildlife Refuge
Scheduled for December  9 at 7:00 PM----- not
11/18. They had 78 people for their last event.

Looking Back with S&T
Lyle Jones reviewed the  Nasa Apollo misions in
back issues of Sky & Telescope. The results are
summarized on page 4.

From the President’s Desk
November 17, 2004 Tis the season for reflections

and for hope, for thanksgiving, recognizing our
past successes, and for renewed energy to
continue our efforts to improve the future.
Tomorrow!  Tomorrow!  Rah, Rah, Rah and Right,
Right, Right.

So what is on your short list for Christmas stocking
stuffers?  My list includes Naglers (always #1 on
the list and only once did a Nagler actually find it’s
way into my stocking), filters, flashlights, warm
socks, a digital setting circle controller, and various
other “observing aids”.  Sometimes I wonder why
we need so many of those aids...I remember
fondly the days of a single scope, 2 eyepieces, a
set of star charts and 1 red light.  Believe it or not,
I actually starhopped my way through the night
and enjoyed the exercise.  Now, I probably spend
more time loading, unloading, reloading, &
unloading than I do observing.  Do I have too
many “observing aids”?  Heck no!  All the astro
magazines are stuffed, cover to cover, with items
that invoke a galactic force and cause the faint
fuzzies to line up and waltz across my eyepiece’s
field of view.  Just call and give them your credit
card # and a shipping address.  It’s so easy to get
the observing aids you must have for the next
session.  Now what are you waiting for?

Our next meeting is Tuesday, December 7.   Our
topics will include Handy Gadgets & Stocking
Stuffers, Plans for the Exploration of Mars (ref is
S&T 1971 &1972), the Star of Bethlehem, and the
Monthly Sky Chart (what’s up) section.  We
continue to meet in the First Presbyterian Church
at 7:00 PM the first Tuesday of the month.  I hope
to see you at the meeting.  Please bring your
favorite information relative to astronomy and we
will add it to the agenda.

The Club has purchased a supply of planispheres
and Baader Solar Film.  The planispheres are
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PARTY ! PARTY ! PARTY !

PLAN TO ATTEND
OUR

ANNUAL STARGAZERS HOLIDAY PARTY

Saturday DECEMBER 4, 2004  1:00 to 5.00 p.m.

1st Presbyterian Church, Smyrna, DE
(plan to eat around 2:00)

The Club will cook the Ham, Turkey, Stuffin’,
Gravy & provide Drinks

BRING YOUR FAVORITE TRIMMIN’ OR DESSERT
RSVP (if you can)

Help us plan how large a turkey to roast by
calling Lyle Jones at (302) 736-9842

WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT EXCHANGE
Why Not? BE Creative - Bring your worst!

It’s Become Tradition!!!
Remember to bring your family and join the fun!

See you at the Church!

Monthly Meeting , Tuesday, December 7
STAR OF BETHLEHEM

7:00.m. First Presbyterian Church, Smyrna



Solar system in December Paul Riley
This month brings us the cold nights, and shortest
days (read LONGESTobserving nights!). So get on
your long-johns and get outside and do some
observing, it doesn't get any better!
This is not a month to sleep in. Some pre-dawn
events - Mars-Venus conjunction on the 5th, Venus
- Mars - Moon on the 9th, Mercury - Venus
conjunction on the 29th with Mars still in the
neighborhood.
Skip Neptune and Uranus this month, they are best
viewed in the summer. Pluto is in Ophiuchus, a
good early evening hunt if you got big glass!
On the 13th at 8 PM the Geminid meteor shower
will peak with a ZHR of 120!
This is a very short but busy shower.
Comet P/2004 V4 (NEAT) passes within 1.026 AU
of Earth this month, passing  through Draco
towards Cepheus.    C/2004 Q2 (Machholz) will
pass near Rigel in Orion mid to late month.

Club Resources

With the recent demise of the Laurel Highlands
Star Cruise, an Interesting dialogue arose on the
Yahoo Pages concerning finite club resources and
the art of not having too many eggs in one basket.
I submit the 2 letters in the the thread (titled Finite
resources) which are self-explanatory.  F. Sheldon

James T. Morgan wrote:To all -
 One of the first things that I do when I give a
presentation to an amateur astronomy group is to
hand out some sheets that I have some questions
on and I ask each person in the audience to
answer them as best they can. One of those
questions gets to the heart of an amateur
astronomy club’s problems.
 Here is the question:
 If for some reason you must eliminate one activity
that you are currently doing because of a lack of
resources which one would it be?
The answers sometimes surprise me but it does
bring about a discussion that is crucial to all clubs.
 Resources (funding, manpower, members,
equipment) are finite. How best to manage those
resources by placing priorities on all of a club’s
activites is important to do. It may point out some
things to think about in the future. Below, is an
example of what I am talking  about. I am sure that
when they started the Laurel Highlands Star
Cruise, they never would believe that it would have
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