
At the December Meeting......
Don Surles brought the meeting to order at 7:15
with 25 members and guests attending.
New Member: Marc Henderson,Newark, DE

Outreach Opportunities

Prime Hook Wildlife Refuge
Don Surles gave a  presentation to this group on
December 9 at 7:00 p.m. with 12 people attending.
Montessori School
November 9 Keith Lohmeyer, Lynn King (DAS)
and Jerry Truitt did a presentation for United Way
at the Montessori School.

Astronomy at the Library
Jerry Truitt, along with Keith Lohmeyer, James
Morgan, and Bill McKibben presented a program
at the Elkton Central  Library on November 19th.
A letter from a student and a note from the
teachers were received.

Willingboro Astronomical Society
by James Morgan
On Saturday November 6th, Jerry Truitt, Leonard
White, Bill McKibben and several people from the
Delaware  Astronomical Society joined with the
members of the Willingboro Astronomical Society
to do some observing.
The location was Fort Mott in New Jersey, just
across the Delaware Memorial Bridge.
This group is very much like our Delmarva
Stargazers in both activities and temperment.
They are a fine group and it was a pleasure to
meet and join them in observing.
This was the first time I ever was at an observing
event where the group ordered pizza delivered
right to the observing field. A great time was had
by all.
James T. Morgan

 NASA Update
Jerry Truitt gave a power point presentation
updating some of the Nasa projects .

  (1) The first image was taken with the Cassini
Space Craft Wide Angle Camera on October 27,
2004 at a distance of 392000 miles from Saturn.
This image shows the unlit side of the B rings.

 (2) The 2nd image was taken with the Cassini
Space Craft Narrow  Angle Camera on October 29
at a distance from Saturn of 523000 miles.
It shows Saturn’s inner C ring in an area 46000
miles from Saturn.  In the center of this area lies
the dark Columbo Gap which houses the bright
narrow Columbo Ringlet  in resonance with the
moon Titan.

  (3) The 3rd image was taken on October 29 at a
distance from Saturn of 509000 miles. Here the
Cassini Narrow Angle Camera caught the sunlit
side of the outer B ring. Other objects involved
were the Huygens Gap, the Huygens Ringlet  and
the Moon Mimas.

 (4) The  4th image is a view of the potato shaped
moon Prometheus (63 miles across) interacting
gravitationally with the multistranded F ring.
The Cassini Huygens portion of the power point
ended with the December 3th Flyby of Saturn’s
Moon Titan.
Also included in the NASA update were images
taken on November 19th, when Rover Spirit’s
Microscopic Imager took numerous
photomicrographs of 3 cm square samples of
martian soil.

From the President’s Desk....
So, did Santa unload his sleigh at your house?
Did you get boxes and boxes of telescopes,
eyepieces, computer-scope-camera connections
and combinations...maybe even some dark sky for
wrapping paper?  Throw in a comet or two and we
have the makings of a real Christmas for AA’s.  I
hope you got a garage full of AA goodies because
Santa and the postman have conspired and sent a
sleigh full of bills to my mailbox.  Just be ready to
share your new toys when we are observing
together and I will share some of the bills!!!
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Monthly Meeting, Tuesday January 4
HOME OBSERVATORIES

Dave Wells
7:00 p.m First Presbyterian Church, Smyrna




